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COMMUNICATION. 


Canal  Commissioners’  Office, 

Harrisburg ,  March  19,  1841. 


Hon.  William  Bigler, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 


Sir  : — I  have  been  directed  by  the  Board,  to  request  you  to  lay  the  accompanying 
communication  before  the  Senate.  It  will  be  found  to  contain,  among  other  things,  the 
information  required  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  adopted  on  the  sixth  January  and 
fifth  February  last,  in  relation  to  the  debts  due  on  the  canals  and  railroads,  for  labor  and 
materials,  except  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  sixth  January,  which  requires 
information  as  to  the  amount  paid  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  April 
last,  and  whether  any  interest  was  allowed  on  the  claims.  This  information  can  only 
be  furnished  officially,  by  the  accounting  officers. 

Very  respectfully, 

A- our  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President . 
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REPORT. 


Canal  Commissioners’  Office,  > 
Harrisburg ,  March  *20,  1844.  3 

7ro  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  been  directed  by  the  Board,  to  submit  to  the  Legislature,  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  pay  the  old  debts,  due  for  labor  per¬ 
formed  and  materials  furnished,  on  the  several  lines  of  canals  and  railroads,  prior  to 
the  9th  January,  1844.  It  is  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  present  supervisors,  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  Board ;  no  return,  however,  has  been  received 
from  the  supervisor  of  the  North  Branch.  The  annexed  table  shows  the  time  the  debts 
accrued,  and  their  character,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  sum  of  $180,036  92 
To  which  may  be  added  the  amount  of  balances  due  to  supervisors,  on 

settled  accounts,  as  reported  by  the  State  Treasurer,  -  -  16,552  42 

Making  a  total  of  ------  $196,589  34 

exclusive  of  what  may  be  due  on  the  North  Branch. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  state,  that  it  is  probable  the  balances  reported  as  due  to 
James  Burns  and  Samuel  Kerr,  late  supervisors,  include  a  portion  of  the  debts  returned 
as  outstanding  on  the  Beaver  and  lower  Juniata  divisions,  as  their  accounts  have  been 
recently  settled.  It  is  also  proper  to  state,  that  several  of  the  supervisors  state  in  their 
reports,  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  ascertain  all  the  debts  that  were  outstanding ;  it 
is  believed,  however,  that  the  amount  not  reported  to  them  must  be  small. 

There  is  a  balance  of  the  appropriations  made  by  the  Acts  of  eighth  of  April,  and 
twenty-ninth  of  September  last,  amounting  to  about  $7,000,  still  applicable  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  old  debts.  From  the  best  information  the  Board  have  been  able  to  obtain, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  pay 
all  the  old  debts  outstanding ,  prior  to  the  ninth  January  last,  including  what  may  be 
due  on  the  North  Branch,  as  well  as  the  balances  due  to  the  supervisors  on  settled 
accounts.  Perhaps  it  may  not  all  be  required,  but  it  is  best  to  make  the  appropriation 
sufficiently  large  to  meet  all  that  may  be  due,  and  thus  do  an  act  of  justice  that  has 
long  been  withheld;  and  put  an  end  to  this  troublesome  and  vexatious  question.  The 
Board  feel  that  they  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  and  justice  of  this  appro¬ 
priation  upon  the  Legislature. 

I  am  also  directed  to  submit  a  statement  of  the  amount  reported  by  the  present  super¬ 
visors,  as  necessary  to  rebuild  and  repair  the  bridges  upon  the  several  lines  of  the  State 
improvements.  From  the  annexed  tabular  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  $17,967  will 
be  required  for  the  public,  and  $14,078,  for  the  farm  or  individual  bridges;  making  an 
aggregate  for  both  of  $32,045  00.  The  estimate  of  the  late  supervisors,  exclusive  of 
the  North  Branch,  was  $55,000,  and  the  late  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  state  that 
if  an  appropriation  should  be  made,  the  sum  of  $63,300  would  be  required.  The 
differences  in  the  estimates  of  the  late  and  present  officers  in  charge  of  the  lines,  will 
be  perceived  by  an  examination  of  the  annexed  table.  The  principal  difference  will  be 
found  on  the  Western  division  of  the  canal.  The  question  of  rebuilding  and  repairing 
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these  bridges  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  is  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  individuals 
immediately  concerned,  as  well  as  to  the  public  at  large — and  is  one,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board,  the  present  Legislature  should  decide.  If  a  specific  appropria¬ 
tion  is  not  made  for  this  purpose,  the  Board  will  not  feel  at  liberty  to  cause  the  work 
to  be  done,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  ordinary  repair  fund,  especially  as  it  was  not  included 
in  the  estimate  for  that  purpose.  The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  some 
degree  of  in  justice  in  throwing  the  expense  of  rebuilding  and  repairing  these  structures, 
in  their  present  condition,  on  the  individuals  interested,  and  on  the  townships  and  coun¬ 
ties  through  which  the  improvements  pass.  On  some  of  the  lines  they  have  undergone 
general  repair  within  a  few  years  past,  while  on  others  they  have  been  longer  neglected 
and  are  in  a  more  dilapidated  state.  Whatever  new  system,  therefore,  the  Legislature 
may  adopt  for  the  future,  it  would  seem  but  just,  that  all  who  are  interested  should  be 
placed  as  near  as  may  be  practicable,  in  the  same  condition,  before  the  new  system  takes 
effect. 

It  is  therefore  suggested,  that  it  would  be  best  to  provide  for  the  repairs  that  are  now 
wanting,  and  to  make  some  general  and  permanent  provision  to  keep  them  in  order 
afterwards. 

The  Board  have  no  means  by  which  they  can  estimate  the  probable  amount  of 
damages  that  may  yet  be  demanded  ;  but  they  deem  it  their  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  Legislature  the  fact,  that  there  is  no  existing  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
any  such  claims. 

The  question,  as  to  whether  the  State,  or  the  company  to  whom  the  work  has  been 
transferred,  shall  pay  the  unliquidated  damages  on  the  Erie  extension  of  canal,  is  one 
which  would  also  seem  to  demand  legislative  attention. 

It  would  have  afforded  the  Board  much  pleasure,  to  have  presented  this  report  at  an 
earlier  period  ;  but  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  an  accurate  statement  of  the  outstanding 
debts,  has  necessarily  caused  more  delay  than  could  have  been  desired. 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President . 


[  COPY.  ] 

Treasury  Office, 
Harrisburg; ,  March  19,  1844. 

Honorable  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners : 


I  herewith  send  a  statement  of  the  amount  appearing  due  to  supervisors  on  the  dif¬ 
ferent  lines  of  the  public  improvements,  on  accounts  settled,  to  wit : 


John  C.  M’Allister, 

late 

supervisor, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

$  782 

00 

John  M’Reynolds, 

do 

do 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,588 

14 

James  Burns, 

do 

do 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,744 

36 

Samuel  Kerr, 

do 

do 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5,927 

92 

John  Whitaker, 

do 

do 

- 

- 

- 

- 

530 

00 

$16,552  42 


Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOB  MANN.  State  Treasurer. 
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*  There  is  included  in  the  amount  reported  as  due  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  $4,900  57,  for  motive  power,  principally  prior  to  the  10th  February, 
1842. 

t  ifo  return  has  yet  been  received  from  this  division,  March  20,  1844. 


A  Statement  of  the  estimated  amount  required  to  rebuild  and  repair  the  Public  and  Farm  Bridges  on  the  several  lines  of  Canals  and  Bail- 
roads.  The  first  column  contains  the  amount  estimated  by  the  late  supervisors,  without  distinguishing  between  the  Public  and  Farm 
Bridges,  and  without  any  estimate  for  the  North  Branch.  The  other  columns  contain  the  estimates  of  the  present  supervisors,  distinguish¬ 
ing  between  the  Public  and  Farm  Bridges,  and  exhibit  the  aggregate  amount  required  for  both. 
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